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July 13, 1949
_ Bethesda

Dear Janie, B ' : ,

Thanks for the post carde we had feared that you might change
your mind or gelt cold feet. Today is the day, according to your
card, and 1 hope by this tine you zre a hundred miles or so ocubt of -
Wa@@. s : ’ ’

Preparations for your arrival have begun already. I have
ordered two new bags of sand, and ¥illliam is golng to pul a palch
ort the eanvas _pool, the canvas of which comes apart faster than
Uranium 238, But tne best preparation of all is going cn RIMT

NC# in the kitchen. The Eumanc ipation Froclamation is all signed,
fireworks are shooting off right and left, hosannahs are belng _
sung, Te Deums are golig on in cathedrals, and by 'George the pfumber
tells me 1t will be ready for use tomorrow. I refer to my NEW DISH¥=
WASHER AND DI3FCSALL UNIT. 2o that when you come we wlill be able to
stack the nasty things in the machine, empty the ashirasys Into th
Disposall, and 81t dowa to talk right after dinner. “lessings,
b.essings, blessings. I have persuaded mysell that wewill be able

to se&l the house 50 auch easler if we have a dishwasher, eic., Lo
mention in the adveriisemeni. I have persuaded willlam that 1t
would tittllate perspective buyers no end to sce a house with sll
thoss gadgets already installed. In any case, 1've persusded us

both that it would De sizply feolish not to, ete., slc. and the
upsho’ of 1t all ls that by the tlme you arrive we will be 80 bhew
gadgeted we won't know whal tc do wlth our time. I thought 1t
might cheer you on your way to know that when you arrlive here you
can make a heap of all the dirty clothes, stick them in the Laundsere
mat, feed the howling mobk of infants, stick the dirty dishes in the
dishwasher, and grind up any extra dsres and worries you may have
sccurulted In the Disposall. N w all we need is an auvtomatic weed-
picker= oh, ani of course, too"we could use an automatic, absolutely
free baby-sitter! However, we're doing as well as can be expected
at thls stage of the scientific game.

I hope it a&il works out all right there in Chio, but you'll
have a lot of sywmpathy 1f it doesn't. As for when tc arrive here in
Bethesda, why don't you Lry to asake it on Sunday afternoon, wnen
Willism will be home to help slaughter the fatted calf. But if it
works out better fer you to arrive cn Monday, that's also fine by
us. ¥ou will probably get slightly dazed by iheASethesda area, 80
telephone for help at the firkt sign of confusion. Cur numbsr 1s ia
the new dlrectory, but it's Cliver 1838 in any case.

Well chickabiddies, 1t won't be long now!

Love,
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